
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Media statement – AFIC officially launches its National Sharia Board (ANSB) 

Tuesday 23 March 2021 

 

On Wednesday 24 March, during a historic celebration of Australia’s wonderful diversity and 

social inclusion in Federal Parliament, Canberra, AFIC will announce the launch of its 

National Sharia Board composed of Australia’s leading and internationally respected Imams 

and Islamic scholars. 

“For over a year now, we have been building a Sharia board that includes the most 

respected Imams from all states around Australia.  Over this period, the founding members 

have managed to successfully engage with more Imams and communities and have 

contributed to the body of Islamic knowledge with rulings (Fatwas) on key issues affecting 

our community.”  Said AFIC president, Dr Rateb Jneid. 

“Australia’s diverse Muslim community deserves a board of accessible and learned scholars 

who can meet its aspirations.  Muslim Australians will have the most credible and widely 

respected team of scholars providing guidance within the Islamic framework.”  Said ANSB 

Da’wa and Halal Chairman Sheikh Riad El Rifai. 

“Australian Muslims hail from over 75 different ethnic and linguistic backgrounds producing 

the most wonderful bouquet of an amazing community of all ages.  Our children have 

succeeded in essential fields and are contributing to Australian society at all levels.  The new 

generation of Muslim Australians cannot be left behind, we aim to strive earnestly to meet 

their spiritual needs.”  Said ANSB Chair of the Committee of Eminent Elders and Scholars, 

Sheikh Abdul Quddoos Al Azhari. 

“I have worked with many individual and teams of Imams.  Over the past year, I have been 

most satisfied with the progress of ANSB.”  Said ANSB Chair of Foreign Relations Sheikh 

Khaled Taleb. 

“ANSB is the most inspiring project that I have embarked on, our team of Imams is the 

dream team of Australian Islamic scholars.”  Said the Chair of ANSB Diplomatic Relations 

Imam Kafrawi Hamza. 
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“AFIC is the longest serving best established most widely consultative Islamic community 

organisation in Australia.  Over our 57-year history, we have built 9 schools and helped 

establish tens of other schools and hundreds of Islamic centres and mosques around 

Australia and the world.  AFIC appointed the first Grand Mufti in the region and managed 

this post admirably for 18 years up until mid-2007.  AFIC has continued to support and 

subsidise Imams in many mosques and Islamic centres around the country.  I can humbly 

assert that this long-awaited resumption of AFIC’s crucial support for Islamic knowledge and 

guidance by highly regarded scholars will go a long way towards meeting the ambitions and 

aspirations of 21 century Australian Muslims.  Our National Sharia Board was established by 

Imams who hail from diverse backgrounds and who are fluent in several languages 

especially English and Arabic.  These are scholars who have contributed greatly to the 

community over many decades.  Congratulations Australia, congratulations Australian 

Imams and Australian Muslims.” Said AFIC CEO, Brother Keysar Trad. 

“As the oldest and pioneering peak body of Muslims in Australia, AFIC is fully committed to 

ANSB and the Office of the National Grand Mufti of Australia for practical and spiritual 

guidance of Australian Muslims and we will make sure that this role will continue to be 

supported.” Said Dr Jneid. 

“We, the founding members of ANSB pledge to the community that our Imams and Islamic 

scholars will continue to evolve to address the ever-challenging nuances facing society.  We 

will be inclusive; we will be consultative and we will be at the forefront of Islamic Scholarly 

contributions.  ANSB will always remain open to all mainstream Muslim Imams and 

scholars.” Founding members of ANSB.  

“I am excited to announce that we have also established a new industry-leading position 

within AFIC, a ‘Da’wa and Iftaa Manager’. This developing role has been established to help 

empower the ANSB board of Imams to make informed, expert decisions and be a vital link to 

the community. A number of community projects are currently in the works and we will be 

excited to announce them as they near their implementation stages in shaa Allah.”  Said Dr 

Jneid. 

“With Ramadan almost upon us, I take this opportunity to wish everyone in our beautiful 

community a most wonderful Ramadan, welcome back to the mosque, to Taraweeh and to 

community Iftars.  Ramadan Mubarak everyone.” Said Dr Jneid. 
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