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SPOTLIGHT: GLOBAL AFFAIRS

condolences

UPDATES

afic bringing forward progress and development over 2020

Dr Rateb Jneid

Brother Keysar Trad

President of AFIC

appointed CEO

Appointment of a Legal support
team and a Da’wa support team

I want to thank all the Muslim

AFIC appointed former

communities throughout

president Br. Keysar Trad CEO

Australia for their mindful

effective 9 June 2020.

employed a Legal support, a Da’wa

pandemic and the support that

Br. Keysar brings a range of

relations support team to help manage

they have shown to their fellow

crucial skills to AFIC, his bio

Muslims all over the world. It

can be found at:

response to the COVID-19

has been a blessing to
demonstrate the mercy of

https://www.afic.com.au/mem

our religion to all Australians.

ber/keysar-trad/

AFIC has recently expanded and
support and marketing and public
our new activities and the community’s
emerging needs. These officers are
called on based on need.
The Dawah support team is a vital
element of our organisation. The team
is well-accomplished in community

Our updates include:

service and highly proficient in matters

- AFIC Halal Authority (AHA)

relating to Sharia.

- Actively advocating on issues
such as the Anti-discrimination
Amendment (Religious Freedom
and Equality) Bill 2020
- Developing several
projects and taking part in
various activities to promote
cohesion, education,
community inclusion and above
all advocacy for social harmony
and inclusion.

AFIC developing exciting programs to
reach directly to the grassroots
AFIC is excited to inform our members of several new
programs that are in process. We have evolved to reach
our members with advice, advocacy and support. We are
very confident that these programs will continue to
benefit our community during and after COVID 19.
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AFIC Halal Authority: rising / 6
to greater success
The AFIC Halal Authority (AHA) is a pioneer in
halal certification in Australia. The AFIC Halal
brand is widely respected and most trusted. The

AFIC President dr Rateb Jneid
during a Halal audit

AFIC Halal logo is the consumers' guarantee that the
product is 100% Halal.
Our mission is to continue to provide Halal advice
and certifivtion at the highest standard to ensure
that both local and international consumers have
ccess to the healthiest of Halal products. The Halal
Department has expanded its services despite the
2020 Pandemic.
AHA has lucratively undertaken a broader range of
measures to enhance our services and expand our
clientele. Our staff have successfully completed
their BSI training and further structured training
programs as required by our internatinoal partners.
The AHA has successfully attained GCC
Accreditation (GAC) thus gaining internatinoal
recognition by Saudi Arabia, the United Arab
Emierates, Bahrain, Oman, Kuwait, Qatar and
Yemen.
We are also pleased to anounce the appointment of
AHA's Halal manager Sr Manelle Zreika. Ms. Zreika
is an integral part of the Halal department. She has
worked tirelessly to ensure that all operations run
smoothly. The AHA will continue to pursue more
international recognition to gain accreditation by all
countries around the globe. We do the work so that
our clients have access to the best stress-free
services.
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Establishment of ANSB
To address the current issues faced by modern society and the individual, AFIC has been working on
its own National Shariah Board (ANSB). ANSB has some of Australia’s leading Imams amongst its
membership. Appropriately qualified Imams can join by sending a cv to admin@afic.com.au.
At AFIC we appreciate that it is not religion alone that shapes communities, but culture also plays a
significant role in shaping traditions and acceptable behaviour. Hence, to effectively and efficiently
address social and personal topics we have agreed that the Sharia board must comprise of qualified,
respected and well-educated Imams from different cultural backgrounds and geographic locations.
ANSB will foster different qualified perspectives in addressing and resolving issues. The chief
purpose of ANSB is to provide people with the opportunity to ask qualified Imams for their opinion,
advice and reasoning.

ANSB Founding Committee

Imam Kafrawi
Hamzah

Sheikh riad
El-Rifai

Imam Abdul
Quddoos
Al Azhari

Sheikh khaled
Taleb

Dr Rateb Jneid

Brother
Keysar Trad

Ask the Imam page
A division of ANSB is the ‘Ask Our Imams' page located on the AFIC website for easy access. This
encourages all persons from diverse cultural backgrounds and faiths to ask questions about Islam
and seek advice on any issue they are facing. The Dawah Support Team is responsible for the
management and maintenance of the Imams page. We have received several questions and provided
accurate responses in accordance with the Shariah as supported by Al-Quran and Hadith. Our ask
the Imam page can be accessed at: https://www.afic.com.au/ask-our-imams/
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CHANGE MAKING
AFIC is active over issues of importance to the community
AFIC takes a strong position on humanitarian issues

AFIC's banner as advertised on the Sydney Morning Herald Website
linking readers to the online petition at change.org/bringthemhomenow

Australians at Al Hawl Camp
AFIC has and will continue to advocate for Australian Muslims all over the world.
We are devastated by the heart-breaking and violent state that vulnerable
Australian Muslim women and children have been forced to endure in Syrian
refugee camps.
AFIC publicly demands the release of these woman and children and their safe
return home. Their brutal treatment is not justified. It is an attack on the
sovereignty of Australia to allow this abuse to go on.
The AFIC President has made a public appeal to the Australian Prime Minister to
bring these vulnerable and abused women and children back home where they can
be rehabilitated and given their freedom. You can support the ‘Bring them Home’
campaign by signing the petition at:
https://www.change.org/bringthemhomenow
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Full page ad as appeared in the Sydney Morning Herald on 7 -8 November 2020

6

AFIC encourages members to be environmentally conscious.
AFIC is an active member of ARRCC (Australian Religious Response to Climate Change)
The world is rapidly changing, and many people are taking the earth for granted. AFIC believes this earth is a
gift from the Almighty for us to protect and preserve for the generations to come.
To further promote environmental sustainability, AFIC has supported the ARRCC from its foundation day.
AFIC remains in the forefront of activities that helps protect our environment.

AFIC proactive efforts to eliminate right wing extremism (RWE)
On 7 October 2020 the Australian Federation of Islamic Councils and Muslim leaders from several AFIC
member societies including AFIC President, Dr Rateb Jneid met with Senator Kristina Kenneally and
Labor MPs Dr. Anne Aly, Mr. Ed Husic and Dr. Jim Chalmers to discuss initiatives to counteract RWE.
The purpose of this meeting was to outline ways that would eliminate future attacks on civilians
including Australian Muslims and keep Australia safe. Issues past and present were drawn to the table
by AFIC members including the selective implementation of Australian laws.
AFIC members had outlined that the Australian Government needs to review its position on the issue of
RWE in order to prevent another Brenton Tarrant.
AFIC will continue to advocate for Australian Muslims and push for the Australia Government to value
their safety and give a greater weight to the real and significant issues relating to RWE in Australia.

7

AFIC Meets with WA's Deputy Ombudsman Mary White
In a Meeting with deputy WA ombudsman Mary White, AFIC asserted its
support for the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child
Sexual abuse.
AFIC president Dr Rateb Jneid, Brother Abdul Rahman Yahaya, President
of the Islamic Council of WA (ICWA) and ICWA Vice president Brother
Zouber Sayed met with Mary White, and Mr Kyle Heritage Principal Project
Manager at Albert Facey House in Perth.
Dr Jneid highlighted the importance of supporting Australian Children
regardless of religion, race, culture or gender and committed to utilise substantial resources within Muslims
Australia AFIC and the nine councils nationally in order to continue to protect children and young people from abuse.
Deputy Ombudsman Ms. Mary white expressed her deep commitment to the Scheme and welcomed Muslims Australia
AFIC’s partnership, which will strengthen the WA parliament’s commitment to the scheme.

AFIC makes a submission to the Anti-Discrimination Bill
In advocating for the rights of faith groups, Mr Mark Latham MLC introduced the Anti- discrimination
Amendment (Religious Freedoms and Equality) Bill 2020 (the Bill).
It is a shocking reality that prior to the introduction of the Bill, religious institutions were prevented
under law from being able to ensure that their senior officers shared their beliefs. This legal anomaly
allowed individuals from different ideologies to be in senior positions in faith-based institutions such as
a mosque, a church or a school despite promoting a completely different ideology to the faith-based
institution.
On 21 August 2020, AFIC along with over 140 organisations (including tens of Muslim groups) made a
submission to the Joint Select Committee on the Bill. This Bill is a key in distinguishing racial
discrimination from discrimination on the basis of religion. The fundamental purpose is to work
together towards a brighter future and eliminate discrimination against faith-based institutions.
AFIC understands that anti-discrimination laws require vigilance and regular reviews and that we must
always be in the forefront of communities lobbying for improvements to these laws.

Morning Tea with the Australian
Federal Police
AFIC and ICWA attended a morning tea with Federal
Police Assistant Commissioner Chris Craner. The
objective of this get together was to strengthen bridges
and establish engaging transparent, beneficial, durable
programs and long-term collaborations. The meeting’s
theme was unity, inclusion and cohesion, these noble
objectives are crucial in improving safety and prosperity.
Dr Rateb Jneid stressed that a cohesive society is a
pluralistic society that celebrates diversity,
multiculturalism and respect and that these are key
ingredients of economic growth and productivity.
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AFIC on Hagia Sophia
AFIC stands with the Government of Turkey in protecting the historic Hagia Sophia.
Hagia Sophia is a house of God, the reclamation of Hagia Sophia in the face of
tremendous international pressure and criticism is an example of courage and
respect for faith tradition by the Turkish government and his excellency, the
honourable president Recep Teyyip Erdogan.
The reclamation of Hagia Sophia has exposed double standards in an international
community that watches quietly the destruction of mosques and the rise of rightwing extremism and yet cries out in shameless attacks when a mosque is restored
to its intended purpose.
The reclamation of Hagia
thank Allah for His Grace

Sophia as a Masjid where Muslims can continue to
should be celebrated by all persons from all religions.

When Sultan Mehmet II liberated
Constantinople, he purchased Hagia Sophia
from its owners using his own wealth. as
revealed by these documents.
The Great Sultan transformed Hagia Sophia
into a mosque in order to meet the needs of
the local population.
The restoration of Hagia Sophia into a place
of monotheistic worship should be
celebrated by all people of faith.
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DIPLOMATIC ENGAGEMENT
AFIC engaging with Ambassadors
The Australian Federation of Islamic Councils (AFIC) is
reaching out to communities all over Australia to establish a
strong network of support and inclusion. We have devoted
ourselves to be the advocates for community resilience and
cohesion. As part of AFIC’s longstanding vision of community
cohesion, AFIC is presently expanding its support networks.
By following the teachings of our beloved Prophet (peace and
blessings be upon him), AFIC supports cultural diversity.
AFIC EXCO member Brother Mohamad Berjaoui, AFIC CEO Br
Keysar Trad and AFIC legal support officer, Sister Sara Ali
along with members of the Australian Turkish Friendship
Association visited the Ambassador of Turkey, his excellency
Korhan Karakoç on 14 September 2020. This meeting affirmed
the fellowship between the two nations and the potential for
partnerships in future endeavours.

AFIC engaging with state and federal politicians.
AFIC has met with MPs representing Australia’s broad
political spectrum to discuss issues of importance to the
community. Whilst COVID 19 social distancing and lockdown
imposts have made face to face meetings scarce, AFIC was
able to conduct meetings via Zoom and Webex and continue
to assert the issues that are important to the community.

Conference with the Minister of Immigration
AFIC’s president, Dr Rateb Jneid along with AFIC's Legal
Support Officer Ms. Sara Ali attended a national conference
with the Minister of Immigration. This conference outlined
the upcoming changes that will be established by the
government. Br. Rateb expressed his dismay that the
minister singled out Muslims in his speech and called for
balance in addressing issues.

10

SPOTLIGHT: AFIC’S RESPONSE TO
CURRENT AFFAIRS
Stranded university students in Australia
As part of our humanitarian role, AFIC has provided direct support to several foreign students in Australia who have lost
their income streams because of COVID, the horrific Beirut blast and Lebanese economic downturn. AFIC’s support
allowed these students to continue their course of studies with minimal disruption.

Shariah enjoins on Muslims to use hand sanitiser and maintain a high standard of hygiene
In accordance with the Holy Quran and the Sunnah of the Prophet Mohammad, peace and blessing upon him, it is an
obligation for Muslims to maintain cleanliness and good health. The consumption of alcohol is prohibited but to use it
externally as a disinfectant is permissible. AFIC commends mosques throughout Australia for offering hand sanitisers to
everyone attending the congregational prayers.

AFIC donation to Lebanon
On 4 August 2020 the world was left in shock when Lebanon was victim to large scale catastrophe. The devastating
explosion in Beirut led Lebanon's dire health and humanitarian crises to drastically deteriorate. The blast left 190
dead and more than 6500 people, including children, injured.
Following the horrific Beirut explosions, AFIC immediately pledged a donation of $20,000 and kicked off a national
fundraising campaign to aid our brothers and sisters in Lebanon that had been impacted by the blast. AFIC is
exceptionally thankful to the individual and society donors who gave generously to aid Lebanon in dealing with the
aftermath of the dreadful explosion. We send a big thank you and our utmost appreciation to the Parramatta Islamic
Cultural Association, Islamic Association of Darra, Darul Uloom Islamic Academy of Brisbane, Muslim Youth Support
Centre WA, Islamic Council of Western Australia, Islamic Association of Logan City and the Islamic Society of
Palmerston Inc.
Alhamdulillah, as a collective we managed to raise a helpful $40,357.02. AFIC acted quickly and arranged for the
funds to be sent through our member societies that provide aid in Lebanon. The funds have been distributed victims
of the blast. Our prayers are with all the people of Lebanon. The AFIC will continue to do its utmost to assist and aid
to those in need locally and internationally, In Shaa Allah.
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AFIC STANDS
AGAINST CHINESE
OPPRESSION OF
MINORITIES
China’s mistreatment of ethnic
groups and religious minorities is
appalling and distressing . China has
brought back mass concentration
camps and brutally violated the
rights of civilians. Its belligerent
leadership has attacked neighbours
and overtaken ports as well as entire
nations such as East Turkistan, they
have also challenged Australia over
the Pacific Islands.
AFIC calls for divestment from and
boycott of China until human
rights are restored for all citizens,
especially the Uighur.
AFIC president Dr. Rateb Jneid along
with ICWA president Br. Abdul
Rahaman Yahaya and ICWA VP Br
Zouber Sayed met with Mr. Andrew
Hastie MP to thank him for his
criticism of China’s human rights
abuses and to lobby his continuing
support for the oppressed Uighur
Muslims.
“Australians from all backgrounds
condemn the persecution of the
Uyghur people,” Mr Hastie said.
“Anyone who cherishes the dignity of
human life—as Dr Jneid

and I both do—is deeply troubled by
what is happening to them. I will
continue to speak up for the Uyghur
people.
“I thank AFIC President Dr Jneid and
his colleagues President Yahaya and
Vice President Sayed for meeting
with me to discuss this important
issue.” Said Mr. Hastie.

Mr Andrew Hastie MP with Br Zouber Sayed, Hajji
bAdul Rahaman Yahaya and Dr Rateb Jneid

AFIC has reached out to aid
Melbournians during these
unprecedented times
AFIC coordinated with member
societies, the Mooney Valley City
Council and The United Imams and
Dauaat Victoria (UIDV) to provide
720 sanitary hampers to Melbourne
residents who had been compelled to
adhere to an exceptionally hard
lockdown.
We have and will continue to provide
aid and pray for all persons who have
been impacted by the current
pandemic.
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AFIC CONDEMNS
LOCKDOWNS ON
INNOCENT KASHMIRI
CITIZENS BY THE
INDIAN GOVERNMENT
AFIC takes a strong stand against
horrifying and tortuous hate crimes
against Muslims in Kashmir. For
some time, Indian government
ministers incited hatred against all
Muslims in Kahsmir and in the Assam
province where India had
commenced construction of
concentration camps.
India’s “Citizenship Amendment Act”
(CAA) promotes hate crimes and
injustice towards Indian Muslims
who had lived peacefully in India for
hundreds of years.
The Modi Government has proven its
failure to advance India as a nation. It
has reverted to repressing innocent
Kashmiris and Indian Muslims in a
hate driven political campaign that
preys on religious and cultural
prejudices.
AFIC calls on the Australian
government to censure India and
calls on all consumers to boycott
Indian products and services until
such time that India withdraws from
Kashmir, abolishes the CAA and
treats all citizens equally.

AFIC CALLS ON AUTHORITIES
TO PROTECT PLACES OF
WORSHIP
Sydney’s community were distraught by
news images showing a trespasser forcing
worshipers out of the picturesque Auburn
Gallipoli Mosque and violently vandalising
the mosque and causing tens of thousands
of dollars in damage.
It took great courage of a Muslim female
visitor to the mosque to question him long
enough until authorities arrived.
AFIC condemns hate crimes against
mosques, as with other places of worship
and calls on authorities to be more
vigilant in the aftermath of overseas
incidents in order to help keep our places
of worship safe.

CALM IN SWEDEN
AFIC condemns disregard for law by the supporters of the far-right Danish politician Rasmus Paludan who must
be held responsible for the breach of the peace in Malmo.
We stand with Imam Samir Muric in strongly condemning the burning and mishandling of the Qur’an.
AFIC called on the Muslim community in Sweden to continue to do what it can to stop the rioting and called on
authorities everywhere to create stronger protections for minorities to stop such grossly disrespectful acts of
provocation.

AFIC SUPPORTING THE PEOPLE OF BOSNIA
25 years later and the suffering caused by vicious 90’s
Serbian crusaders continues to be felt by our brothers and
sisters around the globe. There is no denying that Serbian
demagogues and militias perpetrated horrific massacres
against Bosnian Muslims. Our most sincere condolences
extend to victims of these atrocities and their families.
AFIC has and will continue to stand with the people of
Bosnia in achieving justice for the 20,000 people that were
raped and for the 100,000 innocent lives that were lost to
acts of genocide perpetrated by Serbian militias. AFIC
continues to call on the international community to give
precedent to human life and human rights over economic
and political gains. We have and will continue to strive for
unity and will fearlessly challenge those who divide peoples
and provoke them against each other.
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Macron’s Islamophobic actions unite Muslims to stand for
justice and equal treatment
Muslims globally witnessed French president Emmanuel Macron’s
mishandling of domestic affairs, polarising French society and empowering
right-wing extremists. AFIC asserts that Freedom of speech does not extend
to Islamophobia or xenophobia. AFIC condemns the French president’s
rhetoric as a continuation of French colonial oppression and an attempt to
subdue Muslims through ridicule.
The French president’s Islamophobic mishandling of domestic crime has led
to copycat attacks with mosques vandalised, women knifed, worshipers
beaten inside their places of worship and innocent citizens assaulted in the
streets. AFIC sends prayers and condolences for all the victims and their
families.
President Macron’s actions have led to tensions both inside and outside
France. President Macron’s ridiculous deflections against leaders of majority
Muslim countries stand condemned by all decent right-thinking fair-minded
people around the world. Muslims all around the world are extremely
disappointed at the political media rhetoric that twist, spin and strain
religion as violent especially Charlie Hebdo’s offensive cartoons that cause
deep hurt to all people of faith. The gratuitous negative depiction of
President Erdogan by Charlie Hebdo is also offensive especially to women.
AFIC condemns all violence against civilians regardless of their faith, race or
social status. AFIC calls on French authorities to strive for social harmony in
resisting the political rhetoric that divides civilians globally.
AFIC calls on all decent people to stand up for justice and equal treatment
starting with a comprehensive boycott of French products. We call on all
decent people including nation leaders to condemn the violence and
provocations in France. We call for a boycott of all French products until
such time that France returns to genuine democracy, ceases its
Islamophobia, gives complete freedom to its former colonies and stops
meddling in their affairs.
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Shunning of Charlie Hebdo
Charlie Hebdo (CH) had shocked the Muslim
world by publishing malicious caricatures that
promoted lies about the Greatest Man to
have graced this earth, the Prophet of Allah,
peace and blessings upon him. These attacks
appear to be state sanctioned as president
Macron has refused to protect Muslim citizens
from this form of religious abuse. CH’s
transformation from a positive influencer to a
cheap sensationalistic tabloid is disheartening.
AFIC strives for all the members of the human
family to live together in harmony, the actions
of CH unfortunately create division
distrust and distress. AFIC condemns the
actions of president Macron and those of CH.

Since the day of its creation

AFIC stands with Sister

through terrorism, Israel

Rana Elasmar

continues to steal Palestinian
land from its rightful owners.
Palestinians are savagely
mistreated and killed by the

AFIC opposes violence in all its
forms especially against innocent
civilians. The Parramatta incident

violent Israeli regime. AFIC calls

where Stipe Lozina violently

on the Australia Government to

punched and kicked an innocent

reject Israel’s immoral plan and

pregnant Muslim woman has

oppose Israel’s unethical

no place in human society.

strategies to steal Palestinian
land. We ask that the Australian

Lozina’s sentence is a reminder

Government supports the rights

that justice in Australia is myopic.

of the people of Palestine.

For many years Muslims have been

AFIC HAS
REJECTED
ISRAEL’S FUTURE
ANNEXATION PLAN

victims of an imbalance in the
implementation of Australian
laws.
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VOICES FROM MEMBER
SOCIETIES
Melbourne's First Mosque Goes Green
In early October 2020, the Albanian Australian Islamic Society (AAIS)
organised the installation of 50 solar panels on the roof of the Albanian
Mosque in Carlton North, Melbourne. This was made possible as a result
of the AAIS successfully receiving a generous grant of $12,500 provided
by the Australian Government's Department of Industry, Science, Energy
and Resources.

International Humanitarian Aid (IHA)

Food parcels distributed by International Humanitarian Aid
Since its establishment in 2013, IHA has assisted children and families affected by natural disasters and civil
conflict nationally and internationally, regardless of religion, race, ethnicity or gender.
You can contribute to IHA through the following account:
ACCOUNT NAME: INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN AID INC.
BANK: BANKWEST BSB: 306-055 ACC: 1050750
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Sydney Islamic Community Welfare sends emergency aid to bushfire
affected areas

Tripoli Al Fayha Islamic Association

Sydney based Tripoli Al Fayha Islamic Association sent 1500 food parcels and
Qurban meat to the poor and needy in NorthLebanon. Their act of worship in
bringing aid to Muslims in Lebanon shows that they have not forgotten their
duty to Muslims in need and continue to support Lebanon after the horrific
Beirut explosions. You can assist Tripoli Al Fayha Islamic Association
through: BSB Acc. No:
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Muslim Women Welfare and Advocacy, Hand in hand towards a brighter
Australia
The WA based Muslim Women Welfare and Advocacy (MWWA) is committed to facilitate the
empowerment of Muslim women through assisting effective participation within the community through
training and educational opportunities. The MWWA empowers women to achieve and succeed in work
and relationships. The MWWA provides DV support as well as emergency financial assistance and
scholarships to women in need.
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New Masjid for Palmerston
Muslim Families living in the regional Northern Territory city of Palmerston
need to travel 50 kms or more to attend a mosque. The Islamic Society of
Palmerston wants to address this problem by building a Masjid and an Islamic
center in Palmerston to accommodate locals.
The Masjid will be the first for Palmerston, the second largest city in the
Northern Territory. The Masjid will facilitate religious and social programs and
work to create friendships and goodwill. This is an excellent project in what
must be regarded as a frontier area, it is a project that AFIC has supported from
the start and will continue to support in shaa Allah.
Donate now
Bank Name: Commonwealth Bank
BSB: 065905
Account: 10281642
Swift Code: CTBAAU2S

Expand Masjid Al-Salam Logan Mosque
As numbers of Muslims grow in Queensland, so is the need for Masjid Al-Salam
Logan Mosque to expand. Masjid Al-Salam needs your help in order to build a
second floor, including washing and funeral facilities, 10 additional toilets, a
kitchen area and 3 additional classrooms for the Madrasa.
Our most beloved prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings upon him, said:
‘whoever builds a Masjid intending the pleasure of Allah, Allah will build for him
a similar place in Paradise.’(Sahih Bukhari)
Donate now
Bank: Suncorp
Account name: Islamic assoc of Logan city
BSB: 484-799
Account: 603274926

Islamic Youth Centre in Belmont
The Muslim Youth Support Centre in Western Australia would like to focus on
providing an alternative venue as a wholesome Islamic environment for Muslim
youth to attend Islamic classes, play, exercise and hangout whilst having access
to mainstream religious advice and support. They seek your support in making a
better future for youth.
Donate now
Bank name: ANZ
BSB: 016307
Account name: 315373362

Toowoomba Mosque rebuilt with love
The first ever mosque in Queensland's Toowoomba region, established in 2014 has a
full time Imam and a 100 student Madrasa. AFIC has been a major contributor to the
Toowoomba Garden City Mosque from its first day. Unfortunately, on two occasions,
arsonists caused extensive damage to the mosque. The Attacks on the Garden City
Mosque brought the community together. he mosque was rebuilt with the help of
AFIC and local Muslim and church and other faith and community groups to cater for
over 500 worshipers including 100 women.
Donate now:
Bank Name: Commonwealth Bank
Account name: Toowoomba Islamic Charitable Organisation
BSB: 064459
Account: 1034 1586

19

Breaking News
Thursday 19 November 2020, the long awaited investigation report into war crimes by SAS troops against Afghan civilians was
released revealing as many as 39 Afghan nationals murdered without cause.
AFIC has always held the position that Australian troops should never be deployed to fight someone else's battles, that we, as
Australians should have never become involved in the invasion of Afghanistan or Iraq or any other nation.
Unjust wars lead to greater injustices, the results of the war crimes investigation have revealed ultimate injustices against people we
have long claimed to be on a mission to liberate.
We must make a solemn commitment to stop invading other nations. We must own up to our crimes and proceed with fair and just
prosecutions against the perpetrators and those who ordered them to commit such atrocious murders.
We must also pay fair and just compensation to surviving families of victims on a scale that we would expect for our citizens, should
they, God forbid, find themselves victims to similar crimes.

UpPay: Keep your Masjid funded
even when you are away
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The Man Behind
Zetland Mosque
The Zetland mosque, originally a fire station and then an
accounting firm and finally, a Masjid has undergone many
changes since its construction.

The most important constant at the mosque for the past
twenty years has been the sturdy coordination of mosque
affairs by brother Sharief Alaeddin.
Brother Sharief offered his services in order to improve
the mosque facilities. Over the past few years, brother
Sharief implemented three stages of improvement to
meet both Council and community expectations. His
current project is to create additional prayer space for the
sisters. In 2017, The Sydney City Council served notices
on AFIC to restrict the mosque use to between 9 am and 5
pm on weekdays only.
Br Sharief coordinated with Council staff and external
experts to make sure that the mosque usage could be
extended to more appropriate hours. After a long
struggle, Br Sharief was, Alhamdulillah, blessed with
success and the mosque can now be used seven days a
week from 6 am to 10 PM.
AFIC feels blessed to have Br Sharief looking after the
Zetland mosque, we thank Br Sharief for his care and
dedication and for facilitating a welcoming environment
for all mosque users.

AFIC President Dr Rateb Jneid presenting Haj Sharif Alaeddin
with a certificate of appreciation
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AFIC sends its sincere
condolences

The Australian Federation of Islamic Councils offers its most sincere condolences over the passing of
His Highness Prince Sabah al-Ahmad al-Jaber al-Sabah to his immediate family, to his brother, His
Highess Prince Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al Jaber Al-Sabah, His Excellency Mr Monther B. Al-Eissa the
Ambassador of the State of Kuwait and the government and people of Kuwait.
We pray to Allah , Taála to grant all of us patience and perseverance and contentment with His decree
and to envelope the deceased with His Mercy and grant him Paradise. We also pray to the Almighty
Allah to bless His Highness, Prince Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and support him in being a
great Amir for his people.

22

YOUTH CAN
AFIC supporting our youths
AFIC staff and volunteers have and continue to
help establish and maintain crucial institutions,
programs and projects that aim at educating and
supporting our members, the Australian youth
and the wider community.
AFIC is devoted to supporting our member
societies in guiding, assisting and educating
today’s youth to safeguard their growth,
development and success. AFIC is a proud
sponsor of the Logan Roos Soccer club and
continues to support member societies with
activities for youth.

Fast Facts
Indonesia has the highest number of Muslims in one
country, followed by Pakistan, India and Bangladesh
The Hijra calendar is 11 days shorter than the Western
calendar
- The first skilled and specially trained pharmacists came
from the Islamic world. They made their own medicines and
worked closely with physicians
-

If it weren’t for Islam, you wouldn’t be drinking coffee

Many inventions came from the Islamic
world such as marching bands, algebra, teaching hospitals,
and the toothbrush
We read books instead of scrolls because of Islam’s
innovations with paper. They also tied ultra-light and thin
“bird paper” to birds and sent them, like Harry Potter’s owl,
across the empire
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‘’I DON’T WANT TO
MISS MY PRAYERS’’
AFIC had the privilege of speaking with Australian
sporting legend Anthony Mundine as he imparts his
message to youth and shares some parenting advice.
Mundine describes his trifecta of being an outspoken
indigenous Australian who converted to Islam as a
motivating factor behind his drive to stand against
injustice. He has gone from disagreement with parents
on his decision to accept Islam to slowly but surely
gaining their blessings through his living Islam and
demonstrating Islams transformative effects that
improve lives and relations.
Notwithstanding the apprehensions Mundine's parents
had about their son’s reversion to Islam, he maintained
an excellent attitude towards them and kept close to
them. Anthony says: “they taught me how to be a man
and be respectful within a community.” He wants the
youth to know that your parents are the gateways to
paradise, so look after them as they have endured many
nights and days in looking after you. ‘’It’s time to repay
their kindness and you will be rewarded for that’’
Mundine said.
Anthony said, that growing up, he couldn't rationalise the
Christian dogma, his search within Christianity didn’t
satisfy his questions. It wasn’t until his friend, who would
later become his manager, Khoder Nasser started to talk
to him about Islam that he started to find the answers he
sought. Anthony discusses following his passion in
playing rugby league, boxing and to a lesser extent
basketball. Anthony encourages youth to participate in
sport and pursue a healthy lifestyle. “It is important to
work on your craft through blood, sweet and tears in
order to be the best you can be.” Mundine continues:
‘’Nothing can stop you when you have Allah and
dedication.’’ His motivation comes from the desire to set
the bar and then excel.
Asked about the importance of prayer in his life, Anthony
said: “My salaat (prayer) connects me to Islam in a
spiritual and physical way. I become anxious if I miss my
salaat.” Mundine shares his struggles as a Muslim in the
early days, but he never gave up, he said that his Salaat
pulled him through: ‘’In my salaat, I learn to think about
Allah as someone who will forgive me and emotionally, I
hold onto the feeling of peace, especially when I’m in
sujud (prostration) I tend to prolong it. Now I’m
conscious to not miss any of my daily prayers. I know
from salaat to salaat Allah will forgive me’’.

My message to youth is: ‘’no matter what just pray, it
empowers you and gives you that spiritual connection. I
recommend chasing your dreams, set goals and
boundaries. It’s important to respect those who respect
you, be proud of your Islam but be humble, know that
Allah sees everything. “It’s important to make the right
choices, don’t do drugs, have a goal, have a dream. I was
in a culture that encouraged heavy drinking but even
then, I say no. Don’t feel pressured to take drugs or
alcohol. “My advice to parents; there is a lot of
deception around, be aware of these things especially
on the different features of social media.”

He explains the virtues of praying as receiving Allah’s
mercy during and after prayer. He exclaims ‘’Once I
started to pray, Allah put things in my life to make my life
easier. He gives me what I need.’’
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SUPPORT AFIC
Several online trolls have taken it upon themselves to continuously attack AFIC. We call on our members to stand in
solidarity with AFIC and support our role in supporting the community.
We invite you to like, share and engage with our online platforms. We invite you to ask our Imams the questions that
will help you as a Muslim Australian. Our community is diverse with diverse ethnicities, diverse groupings and diverse
understanding. AFIC celebrates this diversity and works to provide support as far and as wide as possible.
Any member who wishes to financially support AFIC’s work can do so by contributing to the following account:
Account name: The Australian Federation of Islamic Councils humanitarian and mosque account
BSB: 032-010 Account number: 218 472

Branch Offices
Sydney: 932 Bourke Street, Zetland NSW 2017
(PO Box 7185 Alexandria BH NSW 201502)
(02) 9319 673302
(02) 9319 0159
admin@afic.com.au
Melbourne: 66-68 Jeffcott Street West Melbourne VIC 3003
(03) 9329 1228
(03) 9329 1677
Perth: 17 Mercantile Way, Malaga WA 6090
Canberra:

Unit 21/41 Liardet Street Weston ACT 2611

(PO Box 14094 Melbourne 8001)
melb@afic.com.au
e: perth@afic.com.au
e: canberra@afic.com.au

Be up to date with AFIC by visiting our website on https://www.afic.com.au/contact-us/
Follow us on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter and LinkedIn

